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On 30 May 2006 the Supreme Court of Appeal handed down 

judgment in Impala Platinum Limited v Koninklijke Luchtvaart 

Maatschappij NV (KLM) and Northwest Airlines Inc.  

 

The court held that Impala Platinum as the named consignor of 

parcels of palladium and platinum that were lost during air carriage 

between South Africa and the United States of America had title in 

terms of international air carriage law to sue even though it had 

itself not suffered any loss (insurance companies had provided 

insurance cover). The consignment was handled by KLM and 

Northwest Airlines. 

 

Impala Platinum sued the two airlines jointly and severally for 

payment of US$298 665-00 and US$155 116-00. The 

Johannesburg High Court decided in favour of the airlines, holding 

that as Impala Platinum itself had suffered no loss it had no claim. 

It consequently dismissed the plaintiff’s case. The appeal by 

Impala Platinum succeeded.  

 

--ends-- 


