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Please note that the media summary is intended for the benefit of the media and does not form part of the judgment of the Supreme Court of Appeal

The KwaZulu-Natal High Court (Pietermaritzberg) had upheld an appeal by Colgate-Palmolive against a tariff determination by the Commissioner for South African Revenue Services in respect of tetranyl, a chemical imported from Spain for use in the manufacture of a fabric softener and conditioner, Stasoft. The Commissioner had determined that tetranyl was dutiable under one tariff heading (of the Schedule to the Customs and Excise Act) which included ‘surface-active preparations’. Colgate-Palmolive contended that tetranyl fell under a different tariff heading including finishing agents. Products falling under this heading do not attract duty.
The high court found that the surface active property of tetranyl was a subsidiary function: its principal functions are to soften and condition fabrics after washing. It thus upheld the appeal by Colgate-Palmolive
The SCA today dismissed an appeal against the high court’s order and confirmed that tetranyl was to be classified under the heading including finishing agents.
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